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can be well and perfectly educated, and of his feet was cfuslied in the fall, which> 

trust to their spirit and liberality, not to bringing on a lock-jaw, terminated his 

allow it to remain unappropriated to such mortal career. Mr. M'Coy was a man 

a desirable purpose. universally esteemed and beloved, as far 

R. BRADSHAw, Chairman, as his acquaintance extended ; pblite and 

Fchmart/, 2J, 1811. unassuming in his deportment, said ever 

^^ ready to oblige, few men have acquitted 

themselves so well in his station of life, 

IlhJ...On Monday nfght, March r 9th, jje died in his 32d year. According 

Mr. John M'Coy, proprietor of a Coach ^^ ^j^ ^^^ ^^^j^^^ y, renaw have been 

which has ran for a considerable time be- ^^^^^^ ,„ j^ewry, the place of his na- 

tween Belfast and Newry. His death was oc- ti^ty/^iiere his wife and two infant 

casioned by the breaking; down _ of his children were interred, in one grave a&ouli 

Coach (which he always drove himself), ^eive nwathsago. 
near Lisburn, on Friday tlie 8th inst. one 



AGHirUT.TURAL RFPORT. 

jFnm Wth F'elirsaiy fill 20th March. 

The fine weather has at last set in, and the farmers are diligently impIoyeJ 'us pre- 
paring for the different crops of the season ; much of the land is jet to plough,- and it 
will require great exertion to accomplish it before the usual time of sowing. The- 
early ploughed ground which was broken up in a wet state, where the soil i^ inclined 
to clay, will probably harden so quickly by the dryness of the weather, as to prover 
extremely difKcuIt to harrow, and those who are possessed of such land, oug^it to get 
it sown immediately, even if they should have to leave some of their less retentive 
fields untilled, for some time longer. 

The long continuance of wet weather has prevented the usnaF quantity of wheat 
from being sown, which will probably induce many of the farmers to substitute barley 
in its place. It might probably be a good speculation to sow flaxseed in some of the 
land designed for wheat; the present obstructions to a commercial- ihtercourse with the 
ports in the Baltic, and the unsettled state of things, between this country and America, 
eeem to point out the propriety of guarding againsr tlie recurrence of such a scarcity 
cf flax and seed as was experienced two years ago. It is surely wise and politic in the 
inhabitants of Ireland to render" themselves as Kttle dependant on other countries as 
possible, especially for the raw material of our staple manufacture. 

The prices of grain and oatHmeal have not fluctuated much since lass report. Potatoes. 
arc plentiful in the markets, and at a reasonable price. Hay seems rather scarce, and 
selling at a rate tmusually high in some parts of the country. Ccufd the occupiers of 
land be prevailed on to sow a patch of their farms with the Swedish Turnip for feeding 
cows during the winter, they would seldom experience a scarcity of fodder in spring, 
and the cream, milk and butter would amply compensate for the trouble and expense 
of the culture, whilst the superior condition of their cattle would convince them of 
the propriety of persevering in the system. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Statesmen have been accustomed, when the people complained of taxes, and of the 
burdens of the war, to represent the flourishing stale of trade, and adduce Custom- 
Jiouse returns as vouchers for the facts. When the people are averse from the trouble 
of thinking, these returns were admitted as proofs of the growing prosperity of th? 
country. But by loeking deeper, the fallacy might have been detected. Returns from 
the custom*housa' merely stated the gross amount of imports and exports, and even in 
«om« cases, as where no duties were payable, these returns were not very accurate. 
But at best, they only showed the quantity of goods imported or exported, 
without any referrence to the state of the iriarkets. The combined operation of 
the British and French governments, hostile in their intentions, but combining in pro- 
ducing similar effects, by orders in council, and decrees, had shut out British manu- 
factarcs from their accustomed markets, and paralyzed tfie commerce of these countrieM 
Othef markets were sought after, and a delusive opening to trade to Soutb America 
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was eagerly grasped, and immense quantities of articles sent out to a market, with the 
nature of which we wfere unacquainted, where the white population, from which a 
demand could only be expected, was very small, and where inveterate prejudices and 
suspicion in matters of trade, prevented a free intercourse. 'I'he large stock of goods 
imprevidently forced out to Heligoland lay rotting on the quays, and but a small 
portion gained a clandestine admittance to the European continent. Even the com- 
merce to Archaiigel, and the Baltic, under the fiction of neutral colours, became more 
precarious, and subject to all the caprices and contradictory ukases of the Russian go- 
vernment, of which manv of out merchants *ere convinced to their cost, by the con' 
fiscation .of their vessels, while Swetlen has latterly fallen entirely under French influ- 
ctice, and Denmark been rendered permanently hostile to us, by the attack on Copen- 
hagen, and the spoliation of her fleet. Even a short period of uninterrupted tradej 
pernj'tted with the United States of North America, did not produce so extensive an 
open for our manufactures as was expected, for the orders in council, has forced for- 
ward American manufactures some years sooner than such a rapid progress «'ould iiave 
occurred in the natural course of events. This is the state of our export trade. Let 
us now view our imports. 

Foreign produce was hastily brought in, not on a calculation to supply the regular 
wants of trade, but lest if the present opportunity were not snatched, another might 
not speedily be found- Hence resulted improvident importations, met by a diminished 
consumption, and a consequent glut of the market. The capture of the French 
West-India Islands, added to the stock of colonial produce already too great during 
the total exclusion from the European continental market, and increased the already 
fxisting difficulties. By this train of consequences, all resulting from the ttiar, both fo- 
reign trade and domestic manufacture suffered : bankruptcies ensued, and we are now 
in a crisis of unexampled commercial distress. 

At former periods of stagnated tradt, as in 1778, 1 793, and 1797, the causes were of * 
more temporary nature, and the country had more strength of constitution to facilitate 
the hopes of convalesence. Now the causes are of a more permanent n.xture, and are 
inflicted by a systematic exertion of power, and of a state of things, over which we 
have little or no comroul, while the war continiies ; for France will not relax in her 
powerful plan* to exclude from the continent of Europe, nor will America be likely to 
concede while we continue in hostility to the rights of rteutralo, and maintain the fic- 
tion of a paper blockade, or the right to search neutral vessels. There caa be no re- 
liance placed on an adoption of more moderate counsels, or that war will be carried ou 
in a less irritating manner. War and moderation are incompatible. Peace alone ap- 
[jtars capable of removing the present distress. 

In the mean time, few but feel some share, more or less, of the pressure of the 
times, from the great capitalists to the lowest tradesman, from the loan-making Gold- 
Smids and Barings, down to the working hosiers of Nottingham, who for want of em- 
ployment, to keep themselves from starving, are forced to submit to sweep the street* 
of that town, and are paid Hs. per week by the corporation for this service. There is 
u class still lower. It is asserted, that a million and half of paupers in England, now 
subsist on a parish allowance of 2lbs. of bread per week to each person. Such is the 
state of the once wealthy and flourishing England. We liave our afcundaut share of 
misery in Ireland. 

To meet the present distresses, a plan is adopted to issue six millions by exchequer 
bills, as a loan to the merchants and manufacturers in Great Britian. A loan on si- 
milar principles had been previously granted in Ireland. The committee of the house 
of commons, ground the policy of this measure on the good success, which attended 
a similar measure in 1793. But the times, and the causes of the distress arc very 
difl^erent. Loans may be useful in a period of temporary stagnation, when there i» 
reason to believe the difficulties may be speedily removed, but the loan will open no 
new markets, or give any fresh channels for increased consumption. It may increase 
the stock of manufactured goods, and thus produce an accumulation of the evils by 
bringing forward a greater glut in the market. 

Statesmen can do little for trade but by leaving- to it a free course. But wars, which 
are the statesman's liarvest of dishonest gains, do much to derange the operations 
BELFAST MAC. ro. SXXH. lI 
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of trade. Enlightened policy asks not money from them, but that they would allow 
us to have peace. Yet the people too often, like their rulers, are fond of war and 
are dazzled by its false glitter. 

" But war's a game which were their subjects wise, 
" Kings would not play at." — 

Government are now openly by their agents purchasing guineas on theExchange of 
Belfast. Will the English believe that the prosecutors of De Yonge, are themselves 
buying guineas for their purposes, and admitting a trade in Ireland, which they at- 
tempt to prevent in England ? 

The premium on guineas has risen to 10 per cent. Purchases in large quantities are 
now making by agents of government for the purpose of supplying the foreign stations 
in Spain, Portugal, Sicily, &c. The unsettled state of South America has prevented 
the usual quantity of dollars being received, which latterly superseded the use of gui- 
neas in the foreign services of the British array and navy. From the high prices they 
now bear, our stock of guineas, except the small portion which may be hoarded, 
will propahly soon be bought up and removed out of the country. 

The high premium on guineas is much lower than the price of bullion in Eng- 
land. Gold is now at £5. per oz. or £1. 2s. l\i. above the coinage price, making 
an advance of bullion above coin of upwards of 27 per cent. Silver has also risen since 
the bank fixed their tokens at Ss. 6d. instead of 5s. To expisun the curious pheno- 
menon of bullion being so much higher than coin, we must recoUecf that guineas by 
being forced to circulate with a depreciated paper currency, and restricted from finding 
their own level, by being Jmblicly sold as in Ireland lose their value as gold, and are re- 
duced to the standard of the paper in the company with which they occasionally cir- 
culate. While in the shape of guineas, gold is subject to the same rate of depreciation, 
»s the paper. 

It is another of the evils of the war, that we are reduced to have only a circulation of pa- 
per, which cannot be considered as a substantial representation of our former currency, for 
so longas the national banks are restricted from paying in cash, bank notes are only substi- 
tutes for gold, but cannot be said either politically or commercially to represent it. The 
overextended issues of bank notes not grounded on payments in specie form another 
effective cause of the present bankruptcies. Money, «uch as it was, became too plen- 
tiful, and for a time aided speculation. But at length bankers found it necessary to cur- 
tail discounts, not from a scarcity of the circulating paper medium which is in too 
great abundance, but from rational doubts of the securities oftered. In 1793, the se- 
curity was good, but money scarce. These circumstances strongly mark the differ- 
ence between the two periods, and the dangers which attend sooner or later- on 
a too great extension of paper credit. At page 238, is given at full length the re- 
port of the committee on the present commercial distress. In the debate on receiving the 
report, it is worthy of observation, that the chancellor of the exchequer held a lower 
tone than u^ual, and as the case really required, partaking; of despondency and 
doubt as to the efficacy of the proposed relief. How different from the former boasts 
of prosperity ! Yet there is no room to hope, that either he, or perhaps the nation 
at large, is sufficiently instructed in the school of adversity, so as to produce a spee- 
dy change of the war system, although so bitter are its fruits. In making the next 
loan, it may be anticipated that he will encounter many difficuUies from the depres- 
sion of omnium, and the casualties attending on that circumstance last year. 

Our domestic manufacturers languish. The cotton trade is very bad. If in com- 
parison with the cotton trade of Britain, the outcry of distress is less, it is owing to 
ours never having been in so flourishing a state as theirs, and consequently the reverse is 
not so great, nor the comparison between present and former times, so strongly mark- 
ed. The linen trade improves but little. The loss however falls more on the draper 
than on the manufacturer and weaver. The latter are indemnified by the high prices 
obtained for brown linens, and are in a better situation than the weavers of cotton, but 
the draper suffers by the reduced prices at which the sales of white linens are forced in 
the several markets. 

We have one free export trade, which America permits — ^The ships returning to 
America from the northern ports of tliis country ara filled with emigrants. When a 
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vessel is advertise4, the places are speedily engaged. It is a natural impulse in tha 
mind of man to seek to better his condition. ^fUnerica gains, and we hope Ireland does 
not lose by these emigrations. Those who go out leave more room for those who remain, 
and the state of our population is such as to be able advantageously to bear those draitas. 
Jfflaadis relieved of a superabundant population, and America gains useful citizens to 
ptople her widely extended territories. It is a mistaken maxim iu the system uf govern- 
ing, to suppose tbat one nation loses, when another g^s. 

Exchange in Belfast on London this month has been pretty steadily a( 9 to 9^ per ^ 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From February 20, tUl March 20. 
Aloft in air, upborne on daring wing. 
The towering Lark, ascending, hails the spring ; 
And pour'd from every vocal wood around. 
The notes of love and vernal joy resound- 

BACHELOK. 

winter at all times accompanied with melancholy sensations, has been during the late 
months clad in more than usual dreariness, continual hurricanes covered the ocean with 
horrors, and our shores presented scenes of (^stress, almost without a parallel in the 
history of any winter. 

It is not without reason, therefore, that we hail the present fine weather, rejoice with 
the soaring Lark, and the various songsters of our groves, and view the opening buds 
and expanding Howers as harbingers of a still finer season. 
Feb. 22. ..Snowdrops (Galanthus Nivalis) in full flower. 

25. ..Saw a specimen of Mountain Finch or brambling, (Fringilla Montipingilla] 
caught near Belfast during the snoyr. 

27... Single blue and double red Hepatica (Anemone Hepatica) flowering. 

Black-bird (Turdus Merula)....Ye!lowhammer (Emberiza Citrinella) singing. 
March 2.. .Mezereon (Daphne Mezeryoh) flowering.. .Common Yellow Crocus (Cro- 
cus MoesiacHs), and Purple Stripped White (Crocus biflorus) almost full blown. 
5...Frcg8 (Rana temporania) croaking. 
6.. .Flesh coloured Heath (Erica herbacea). 
8. ..Two leaved Squill (ScUla bifolia) lowering. 
12.. .White Dogs tooth Violet (Erythronium Dens Canis).. .Sweet scented Violet 
(Viola odorata)... Nettle Butterfly (Papilio Urtica) ...Humble Bees (Apis terrestris) and 
Female Wasps (Vespa Vulgaris) appearing. 

14... Dwarf Daffodil (Narcissus minor) flowering. 

17. ..Barren Strawberry (Fragaria; stcriIis)...Figwort (Ranunculus Ficaria) flower- 
ing.. .Field fares returned. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From tlu 90th Filrvary Ip the ^Oth March. 
It was not until the 8th of March, that we could flatter ourselves with a termination 
to the very wet and tempestuous weather which has prevailed since the beginning of 
November. Since that time it will be seen by the diary, tbat the fine weather has 
been almost uninterrupted by a disagreeable day, and we have now reason to hope that 
a long period of pleasant sun-shine will make amends for the late uncumfunable 
winter. 

February 21, 22, Very wetdays. 

23, —. Showery. 

24, Fine. 

25,..- Fine day, wet evening. 

26, 27, Showery and stormy. 

28, Wet. 

March 1, 6, ...Showery; verv stormv nights. 

7, Snow on the hills in tfiembrnlng. Finedays. 



